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PHMSA: Mission and Organization 
PHMSA’s mission is to protect people and the environment 
from the risks inherent in transportation of hazardous 
materials – by pipeline and other modes of transportation. 

PHMSA 

Office of Hazardous 
Materials Safety 

Office of Pipeline 
Safety (OPS) 

U.S. DOT 
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Office of Pipeline Safety  
Mission  

                                
“To ensure the safe, reliable, and environmentally 

sound operation of the Nation’s pipeline 
transportation system.” 

Office of  
Pipeline Safety 
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• There are 2.6 million miles of natural gas and hazardous 
liquid pipelines in U.S. That’s enough to circle the earth 
about 100 times. 

– There are about 2,066,000 miles of smaller diameter, 
low-pressure natural gas distribution mains and 
service pipelines 

– There are about 321,000 miles of onshore and offshore 
natural gas transmission pipelines 

– There are about 175,000 miles of onshore and offshore 
hazardous liquid pipelines 

• These pipelines are operated by over 3,000 companies, 
large and small 

Pipelines in the United States 
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Transmission Pipelines in the U.S. 
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Some of PHMSA’s 
Roles and Responsibilities 

• Development and Implementation of Safety 
Regulations 
– Title 49 CFR Part 192 – Transportation of Natural and Other 

Gas by Pipeline 

– Title 49 CFR Part 195 – Transportation of Hazardous Liquids 
by Pipeline 

• Perform Comprehensive Inspections 
• Monitor and Enforce Compliance 

– Require remedial actions 
– Assess civil penalties  
– Initiate criminal action 
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Pipeline Safety Regulations 

• Hazardous Liquid and Natural Gas Pipeline Regulations 
address: 

– Materials 

– Design 

– Construction  

– Operations and Maintenance 

• Emergency preparedness plans 

• Public awareness programs 

• Damage prevention programs 

– Personnel Qualification, Drug and Alcohol programs 

– Integrity management programs, more…. 
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• Federal pipeline safety laws – Congress determined that 
pipeline safety best promoted through PHMSA’s minimum 
Federal standards.  

• To ensure compliance with these standards, Federal safety 
laws (49 U.S.C. §§60101, et seq.) allow PHMSA and state 
regulators to share inspection and enforcement 
responsibilities (subject to PHMSA certification or 
agreement).   

Role of State Pipeline Regulators  
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• States play a major role in regulation of pipeline operation 

• PHMSA partners with State Pipeline Safety Programs 
providing oversight for the nations intrastate transmission 
pipelines and distribution systems.   

• All States (except Alaska and Hawaii), the District of 
Columbia and the territory of Puerto Rico participate in the 
pipeline safety program with PHMSA.   

– Identify department, commission or agency responsible  

– Adopted pipeline safety laws for intrastate facilities (at 
minimum, must meet requirements codified in Federal 
Pipeline Safety Laws  (49 U.S.C §§ 60101 et seq.) and 
Regulations (49 C.F.R. Parts 190-199)  

State Involvement 
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State Pipeline Safety Oversight 
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     84% intrastate HL lines                         8% interstate HL lines 

     99% intrastate gas transmission lines   19% interstate gas lines 

     99.7% gas distribution lines              95% gas gathering lines 
    



U.S. Department of Transportation 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials  
Safety Administration 

Jurisdiction in PA  

• Hazardous Liquid Pipelines  

– Intrastate – Federal  

– Interstate – Federal  

– Gathering - Federal 

• Natural Gas Pipelines 

– Interstate Transmission – Federal 

– Intrastate Transmission – State  

– Gathering – State 

– Distribution - State  
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Pipeline Planning & Construction 
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• Interstate Natural Gas Transmission Pipelines – FERC has 
exclusive authority to regulate siting 

– 1993 MOU between DOT and FERC regarding natural gas 
transportation facilities 

– Notify DOT of future pipeline construction projects 
(Notices of Applications for construction certification, 
certificate orders issued, etc.) 

– Upon request from FERC, PHMSA participates as a 
cooperating agency on pipeline safety related items 

• Hazardous Liquid Pipelines – No federal agency has power 
for siting; siting rests with individual states through which 
the lines will operate and is governed by state law. 

 



U.S. Department of Transportation 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials  
Safety Administration 

Pipeline Planning & Construction 

http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/construction/index.htm?nocache=9978#Overview 

• PHMSA has no 
authority to 
approve projects, 
issue permits or 
prescribe 
location or 
routing of 
pipeline facilities  

•  Must meet federal and 
state requirements and 
obtain necessary 
permits 
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Resources  
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• PHMSA, Office of Pipeline Safety – 

www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline 
• Access to PHMSA Regulations (Easy to 

read/print 49 CFR Part 190-199) -   
www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline 
 - Click on “Training” under Pipeline Safety tab 
 - Click on “Regulatory Information page” 
 - Click on the Part you want 

• For Federal Regulations (Official Version)–  
 www.regulations.gov  
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Important Links 

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline
http://www.regulations.gov/
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Standards & Rulemaking 

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/regs - 17 - 
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NPMS 

www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov 
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http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm 
 

PHMSA’s Stakeholder 
Communications Site 
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• OPS Eastern Region 
Connecticut; Delaware; Maine; Maryland; Massachusetts; 
New Hampshire; New Jersey; New York; Pennsylvania; 
Rhode Island; Vermont; Virginia; Washington, D.C.; West 
Virginia.  

   Alex Dankanich: 

  alex.dankanich@dot.gov 

  Phone: (202) 550-0481 

  Karen Gentile: 

  karen.gentile@dot.gov 

  Phone: (609) 989-2252 

   

CATS – Contact Us 

http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/comm/CATS.htm 
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Thank You!! 
  

Karen Gentile 
(609) 989-2252 

Karen.Gentile@dot.gov 
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